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II.—Homz ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


The Bangavdst, of the 25th March, says that dacoities have become 
very frequent of late, anda curious fact about 
these dacoities is that they are almost invariably 
occurring in places not very far from the railway lines. The Bengal police are 
consummate masters in the art of oppressing good and honest people, but in 
these cases they have as yet totally failed to trace the culprits. If this does 
not bring discredit on the Bengal police, the writer does not know what will. 

2. The Sanjivant, of the 25th March, complains of the oppression com- 
mitted by gundas upon the residents of Calcutta. 
Some Marwari women were the other day maltreated 
at Barabazar by some of these Gundas, who infest thetown. A gentleman and 
his servants interfered, but got severely beaten by the ruffians, It is a wonder 
why the police authorities do not keep a sharper eye on these pests of 


the town. 


Dacoities in the country. 


Ruffians in Calcutta. 


(b)\— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Sansodhini, of the 10th March, says that the mufassal tours of 
Magistrates and Deputy Magistrates area source 
of great hardship to accused persons, inasmuch as 
they cannot be promptly released on bail when these 
officers are out on such tours. The necessity of accompanying the Magistrates 
in their tours also causes great inconvenience to the parties and their witnesses 
in criminal cases. Justice requires that Magistrates should not try criminal 
cases while on tour, but if this arrangement is not found feasible, the following 
rules should be made with a view to minimise the inconvenience of the 
parties :— 

(1) When in the course of his tour a Magistrate holds his court in some 
particular locality, only cases arising within that locality should 
be heard there. 

(2) A — = is taken up in a particular locality should be disposed 
of there. 

(3) Thetouring Magistrates should encamp near Munsifs’ courts, in 
order that the parties may avail themselves of the services of 
pleaders practising in those courts. 

(4) The Magistrate who convicts a person should be empowered to 
release him on bail if he makes an affidavit to the effect that he 
intends to appeal against the decision. 


4. The Burdwén Sanjivant, of the 21st March, gives the following cases, 

: a - decided by the Deputy Magistrate to whom it 
Meine tried by a Deputy referred in its last issue (see Report, Native Papers 

for week ending 25th March, paragraph 8) :— 

_ i. A man was sentenced to 6 months’ imprisonment, 3 months for 
rioting, and 3 months for having been a member of an unlawful assembly. 
Now, the offence of rioting presupposed the offence of being a member of an 
unlawful assembly, and a reference to the Penal Code would have shown to the 
Deputy Magistrate that a man cannot be punished for both these offences at 
the same time. The Judge who heard the appeal in this case pointed this 
out to the Deputy Magistrate. 

2. <A bagdi was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment under section 457 
of the Penal Code. He filed an appeal while in jail. There was no one to 
defend him, while the Government Pleader appeared for the Deputy Magistrate. 
But nothing came of all this, and the man was acquitted, the Judge remarking 
that “if the Deputy Magistrate had only looked into this case, accused would 
never have been convicted.” 

3. Another man got six weeks for slapping a village chaukidar. While 
passing sentence, the Deputy Magistrate remarked—“ I am inclined to deal 
rather leniently.” The sentence was set aside on appeal, andthe J udge expressed 

18 surprise that a man had been sentenced to six weeks’ imprisonment for a 
slap, and also remarked that the Deputy Magistrate’s idea of truth was peculiar. 


Trial of cases by Magistrates 
while on tour. 


BANGAVASI, 
Mar. 25th, 1893. 


SANJIVANI 
Mar. 25th, 1893, 


SANSODHINI, 
Mar, 10th, 1893. 


BURDWAN SANJIVaANnl, 
Mar, 21st, 1893. 
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5. The Sahachar, of the 22nd March, says that the Amrita Bazar Patrikain 

2 Patria mistaken in thinking that section 268 of the Criminal 

one the a8 end 260 of the Procedure Code leaves it to the option of the Sessions 
Criminal Procedure Code. Judge to try cases either with jurors or with assessors, 
and that, if an accused person expresses & desire to be tried by a jury, he may be 
so tried unless the Judge has any objection to that form of trial. Section 268 is 
a declaratory section, and simply declares that, under certain circumstances, the 
Sessions Judge may not try cases alone, while section 269, which 1s 4 manda. 
tory section, states what these circumstances are. Thus it 1s clear that it is 
section 269, and not 268, which regulates the powers of the Sessions Judge in 
this respect. The two sections should in fact be read together in order to 
ascertain the true intention of the Legislature on the subject. The Sessions 
Judge cannot therefore try cases without the permission of the Local Govern. 
ment. But then the Legislature has nowhere laid down that in places where 


jury trial has not been extended by the Local Government, all sessicns cases shall 


be tried with the aid of assessors, nor has any Local Government, so far as the 
writer knows, and his experience extends over a considerable period, ever issued 
any notification directing trial with the aid of assessors in such instances, 
The practice has nevertheless been to try cases with the aid of assessors in all 
non-jury districts. No question has ever been raised on this point, but ifa 
question is raised—if, for instance, an accused person contends in his appeal before 
the High Court, that as the Local Government had not issued any notificatios 
authorising trial with the aid of assessors in the district in which his case was 
tricd, the trial was illegal and ought to be quashed—it will be difficult to decide 
the point. And perhaps it is this fact of cases being tried with the aid of 
assessors, even inthe absence of any executive notification on the subject, that 
has misled the Amrita Bazar. The editor ofthat paper probably argues 
thus:—If the issue of an executive notification had been a legal necessity under 
section 269, that necessity would have been felt even in the case of trial with 
the aid of assessors, and the fact that that necessity has not been felt in the case 
of that sort of trial stows that the intention of the Legislature is that cases may 
be tried by jury although no notification authorising such trial has been issued 
by the Local Government under section 269. But then this argument is only 
plausible, and, for reasons stated above, inapplicable to the present case. 

The question raised by the Amrita Bazar shows that in his attempt to dig 
out an earthworm, Sir Charles Elliott hasdug out asnake. His jury notifica- 
tion has compelled the public to question the judicial ability of Sessions Judges 
and raw Joint- Magistrates. This action of Lord Lansdowne, Sir Charles Elliott, 
and Sir Philip Hutchins has roused the people of thiscountry from their slumber, 
and things which were formerly ailowed to pass unchallenged are now being 
sharply criticised. ‘lhe country is advancing at a rapid rate, and the Civilian 
Judge is found to lack the indispensable qualifications of a judicial officer. 
The Directors of the East India Company held that it was not only necessary 
that justice should be properly administered, but that the people should aiso 
be convinced that it has been so administered. All India now wants Govern- 
ment to give effect to this principle in its judicial administration. 

6. The Prakriti, of the 25th March, says that the Lieutenant-Governor’s 

A proposed appeal to the Jury notification has caused greater consternation 
Licutenant-Governor. than the passing of the Consent Act, the expedition 
against Manipur, and the dispersion of the pilgrims at Hardwar. ‘The Manipur 
expedition was undertaken from motives of revenge; the pilgrims were dispersed 
from the very laudable motive of protecting the lives of the people, and the 
Consent Act was passed with the object of weakening the Congress movement by 
creating disunion among its supporters and by making Hindus look upon it 
with suspicion and dislike. But no such explanation can be offered for the jury 
order. ‘ve effect of the order will be to destroy the people’s confidence in and 
respect for the British Government. ‘he people of tnis country are thoroughly 


loyal, and in their dealings with them Englishmen should show respect for the 
Queen’s Proclamation and abandon all false notions about prestige. Let them 
treat the people in such a way that they may not have any occasion for com- 
paring English rule with the rule of the Czar. As regards this jury affair, let 


the people with joined hands entreat the Lieutenant-Governor to withdraw the 
notification. If tuis is done, andif His Honour consents to the withdrawal of the 
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notification, jury trial will be restored; nay, it may even be extended, and its 
working may not be limited by the addition of any condition which is likely 
to prove prejudicial to the interests of the people. 

7, The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké, of the 26th March, says that 
| pardanashin ladies should not be required 
to attend court. It is not meant that even 
those ladies who may voluntarily appear in 
court, or who may happen to be the plaintiffs in a suit should be exempted 
from attendance. It is only those females who are made defendants or sum- 
moned as witnesses in a suit, and are therefore compelled to attend court, that 
should be granted that privilege. In such cases their evidence should be taken 
by a Commission, even though they may not be able to pay the costs of the 
same. It is only proper that the costs in such cases should be levied from the 
party at whose instance the evidence is required to betaken. Provision should 
also be made for enabling all respectable women to appear by their vakils and 
mukhtars, and instruct the latter to make whatever statements they may consider 
necessary to make in court. The writer also suggests that in cases in which 
the evidence of a respectable lady is required by the court, and not by either 
of the parties to a suit, it is the court that should pay the costs of the Commis- 
sion, and that, whenever it is necessary for the Judge himself to take her 
evidence, he should personally go to her house for the purpose. 

8. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the ag Paes B says that 

Mr. Crawfurd, District Judge of Hooghly, is going 
Gere eg i plaster. 6. on leave for two years, and it is rami that he 
will retire on the expiry of his leave. Mr. Crawfurd’s strong protest against 
the jury notification is said to have brought down upon him the displeasure of 
the Lieutenant-Governor. Has the rumour any foundation in fact? 

9. In noticing the withdrawal of the jury notification, the Dainik-o- 
Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 30th March, makes the 
following remarks :— 

The jury difficulty is over, and the writer will 
be glad if the liberty of jurors is not curtailed in consequence of the recom- 
mendations of the Jury Commisison. But, then, a sensible man contents himself 
with only half when the whole is threatened. 


(c)—Jails. 
10. The Bangavasi, of the 25th March, says that itis true the people of Cal- 
cutta will, by the new arrangement, be spared the 
cruel sight of prisoners in chains being rhade to 
walk on foot through the streets of the town, but the 
people in the mufassal will have to put up with the painful spectacle. Such an 


imperfect arrangement may have the sanction of Western civilization, but it does 
not satisfy the Indian mind. 
(d)—LEducation. 


11. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 27th March, says that 
Dr. Martin, Officiating Director of Public Instruc. 
tion, has advised the authorities of all Govern- 
ment schools and colleges to purchase copies of 
Sir John Strachey’s new book ‘‘ Warren Hastings and the Rohilla War.” He 
has also recommended that copies of Dalglvish’s History of England should be 
kept in all educational institutions, and that the books should be purchased 
from the School Book Society’s shop. Has Dr. Martin succeeded Sir Alfred 
Croft in all his offices ? Has he, too, become a patron of Mr. Brown? 

12. The Dainik-o-Samachdér Chandrikd, of the 28th March, condemns the 
excessive hardship of the rules relating to mal- 
practices at examinations, and wonders that the 
Hindoo Patriot could not understand the reason why such offences, which are 
not punishable in England, should be so severely dealt with in this country. 
The writer goes on to say that the Hindoo Patriot will do well to remember that 
India is not England aud that the authorities in England cannot exercise the 
same autocratic power as those in India are permitted tu do. 

Sir Charles Elliott’s policy of administration is making him unpopular in 
Cvery quarter. 


Attendance of pardanashin 
women in court. 


The withdrawal of the Jury 
notification. 


Prisoners in chains. 


Dr. Martin, Officiating Director 
of Public Instruction. 


Malpractices at examinations. 
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_ (e)—-Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


18. The Sahachar, of the 22nd March, has: the following :~The Magis: 

trates often treat the OChaitmen of the mtfagsq) 
the: municipalities very much in the satne way ag 

they would treat their own amla. -They are in 
the habit of taking those Chairmen to task for ‘not doing things which it 
is beyond the power of their municipalities to do. In utter disregard of 
the scarcity and distress prevailing in the country for the last two years, 
these officers would recommend the increase.of municipal taxation for the 
purpose of effecting sanitary improvements, good drains, pure drinking water, 
and such like things. The Sanitary Commissioner with Government also pro- 


Sanitary improvement in 
Mufassal Municipalities. 


’ 


poses strange schemes of improvement from time to time, but never asks him- 
self the question where is the money forcarrying out his schemes to come from ? 
Every ruler seems possessed by a desire to make his own administration 
memorable, and such unreasonable requisitions are the outcome of that desire, 
When the people ask for a reform, they are told ‘ Rome was not built in a day 
and they must wait.” But it is not unoften that a municipality with an in- 
come of only Rs. 10,000 finds itself called upon to achieve imposszibilities 
and taken to task for not attempting them. Sir Ashley Eden said: ‘Do not 
force municipal improvements on the people.” The Magistrates and Commis- 
sioners, however, forget this advice in their dealings with the Chairmen of the 
mufassal municipalities. The way in which they are behaving with these men 
will in future make it impossible for independent gentlemen to accept Muni- 
cipal Commissionerships or Chairmanships. 


14. Referring tothe contract which was made by Mr. Phillips in his 
capacity of Chairman to the Mymensingh District 

_Mr. Phillips as Chairman ofthe Board, with the Agent of the East Indian Railway 
Mymensingh District Board. Company for the purchase of iron girders for the 
construction of abridge over the Brahmaputra, 

but which he afterwards refused to fulfil on account of the Government's 
refusal to grant a loan for the purpose, the Banganivdsi, of the 24th March, 
says that Mr. Phillips saw the necessity for a bridge on the Brahmaputra 
only because iron was selling very cheap at the time. This is what Mr. 
Phillips himself said onthe point.—* At that time I had not seriously taken up 
the project of bridging the Brahmaputra, and as the construction of 10 or 12 
bridges on our main lines of roads was calculated to improve communication 
immensely and give an impetus to trade, I concurred with the Inspector and 
District Engineer in thinking the District Board would do well to seize 
this opportunity of getting the required iron at an exceptionally cheap rate.” 
The iron was to be bought because it was selling cheap, no matter whether one 
had money to purchase it or not, and whether one actually wanted it or not. 
There was nothing to be wondered at inthe advice of tine District Engineer, for 
the more work he was given to do the greater would be his income; but the 
wonder is that Mr. Phillps thought fit to listen to his advice. If the Railway 
Company insist on Mr. Phillips’ paying the sum of Rs. 9,330 demanded by 
them, the ratepayers of Mymensingh will no doubt have to bear the burden 


thus unnecessarily imposed upon their shoulders through the indiscretion of their 
District Board Chairman. 


15. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 27th March, says that on the whole 
The Calcutta Municipality. Mr. Lee’s Chairmanship of the Calcutta Corpora 
tion has proved a success, and he has won the si0- 
cerest respect of the Commissioners. But on the eve of his departure Mr. Lee 
did wrong to suggest an increase of the municipal rates. It is hoped Mr. Lee's 
successor will see his way not to subject the ratepayers of Calcutta to 
increased taxation. The best course for the Commissioners now is to curtal 
their wasteful expenditure in every department of the municipal administra- 
tion of the town. 

16. . A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 27th March, wants to 
know who is to be held responsible for the loss 


which the ratepayers of the Santipur Municipality 
have been subjected in consequence of the misconduct of its servant N ibaran ! 


The Santipur Municipality. 
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The amount actually embezzled by Nibaran seems to be largely in excess of 
what has been brought to light yet. Many believe that it cannot be 
less than Rs. 3,000 or Rs 4,000. The acounts of the municipality should 
be carefully examined by two trustworthy Government Auditors in order 
that the sum actually embezzled mu»y be ascertained. Did the Municipal 
authorities know anything against Nibaran before he was found guilty of the 
embezzlement? If they did, why did they not take steps against him earlier ? 


(f )— Questions affecting the land. 


17. The Sonsodhint, of the 10th March, has 
the following :— 

It is our Collector’s wish that all plaints which may be henceforward 
filed in the Law Courts should be rejected by them, if the demarcation made 
by the new survey is not adopted therein. The Collector also intends to 
ask Government to have a circular to that effect issued by the High Court. 
He has lately asked the Local Judge’s opinion on that point. 

The question is a serious one, and the future peace of Chittagong depends 
in a great measure on the results of the present survey. In our opinion there 
are serious objections to this proposal. 

In the first place, section 148 of Act VIIE of 1885 expressly lays down 
how lands are to be specified in plaints filed in rent suits, and section 50 of 
the Civil Procedure Code contains distinct provisions as to the way in which 
such lands are to be specified in all other suits. It would not be right to 
compel any one to do anything contrary or in addition to these provisions, and 
in the absence of strong and valid reasons for an amendment of the same, the High 
Court should not interfere in the matter. In the present case no such neces- 
sity is found to exist. It is the interest of the parties themselves to have their 
rights established in respect of disputed lands after these have been properly 
demarcated. It is because lands cannot be demarcated under one and the 
same system in all cases, that section 148 of the Bengal Tenancy Act makes 
alternative provisions about the specification of lands. It would be wrong to 
introduce the proposed rule or, for the matter of that, any arrangement other 
than that which would require the specification of lands only according to 
the convenience of the parties, and-:with the greatest accuracy that is possible 
under the present circumstances. 

‘The way in which the present survey operations are being carried on is 
faulty and unsatisfactory in various respects. As a rule, lands are being 
demarcated and records of rights prepared on the strength of the statement of 
cultivators present on the spot. This is why the landholders cannot recon- 
cile the new records with the old title-deeds relating to their respective lands. 
In many cases the Aistkar amin has shown in the survey map the area of fields 
according as his fancy has prompted him, and consequently the area as given 
in the survey maps and the real area do not agree. So, for various reasons, 
the present survey maps and records of rights are open to objection. Even 
when these incorrect and confused records have been rectified and the present 
survey operations have been finally completed, many persons will have to go 
to the law courts for the establishment of their rights, 

No one is bound to accept the area and ownership as laid down in 
the records of the present survey. It would be therefore Wrong to compel 
any one to use maps and demarcations so uncertain and so open to 
objection. 

The demarcation made by the survey of the year 1200 Machi is that 
which is used in plaints and all other documents in this part of the country. 

No express rule has ever been made directing the use of that demarcation. 
The survey operations of the year 1200 Machi were very ably conducted, and 
proved easily intelligible to the people, Finding them convenient the public 
began using its demarcations of their own accord. Mr. Fasson’s method of 
survey also proved clearly intelligible to the general public, and the demar- 
cations made by his survey are largely used in plaints presented to law courts as 
Well as in other documents. We are of opinion that the public will begin to use 
the demarcations of the present survey as soon as they find it convenient and 


The Chittagong Survey. 


hecessary to doso. Itis not therefore necessary to make any rule making © 


SANSODHINI, 
Mar. 10th 1893 
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their use compulsory. That there are so many difficulties is simply because the 
present survey is so full of confusion. ae ss NEES 

Again, in the records of the present survey there isno mention whatever of 
the demarcations of the year 1200 Maghi, In the records of the survey made by Mp. 
Fasson, the demarcations of that year, as well as those made by his own survey, 
were laid down side by side, so that a mere inspection of the survey map was 
enough to show where old lines of demarcation coincided with those of the new, 
In these parts, lands have been specified in all documents by the use of the demar. 
cations of the survey of the year 1200 Maghi. In many documents the demarca. 
tions alone are used without any mention of boundaries. Under these circumstan. 
ces, if a person while instituting a suit does not use the old demarcations along with 
the new ones, the property claimed will not in any way correspond to its descrip- 
tion in the documents of the parties, and in the absence of such correspondeneg 
the right of the claimant will not be established, and the other party will find it 
in his power to contend that the land specified by the plaintiff according to the 
demarcations of the year 1200 Maghi, is not identical with the land included 
within the lines of the new demarcation ; so that in every rent and title case 
the Court will have to appoint an amin to determine whether the lands 
according to the new and old demarcations are indentica]. The expense and 
inconvenience in which parties will be involved by this arrangement are 
simply indescribable. In that case, it will be difficult for people to establish 
their rights, and many wicked persons will avail themselves of the opportunity 
thus afforded to misappropriate other people’s property and to oppress the 
weak. In fact this in that case justice will disappear from part of the 
country. 

We strongly hope that the High Court will not approve of such a trouble. 
some and mischievous proposal, and that the authorities will, after a careful 
examination of our objections, desist from the course they intend to take. 

18. The Sudhdkar, of the 24th March, draws the attention of Govern- 
ment to the waste which is taking place in the 
wugf properties of Musalmans, and says that most 
of these properties are being squandered in luxury, or being misappropriated 

by avaricious people. If the wugf properties left behind them by wealthy 
Muhammadans were taken proper care of, their incomes would be found 
sufficient for the purpose of covering the country with charitable schools, 
colleges, madrassas and muktabs, besides giving succour to thousands of 
needy and destitute people. It behoves Government to take care of these 
properties. 
SuLABH DAINIR, 19. The Sulabh Daintk, of the 25th March, complains of the corrupt 
Bar, 25th, 1808, practices of the amins employed in the surveys 
agerruPt practices of survey now going on in Assam and Chittagong. They 
7 are extorting blackmail from the raiyats. Similar 
extortions were practised when the khas mahal Bilballi, in the Basirhat sub- 
division of the 24-Parganas district, was being resettled. Although the survey 
aming do not generally get a pay of more than Rs. 20 and Rs. 25 per month, 
they were known to remit home, after a service of four or five months, sums 
varying from Rs, 500 to Ks. 1,000 by postal money orders. 


SCDHAKAR, 
Mar. 24th, 1893, 


The wug f properties. 
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(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


Som PRAKASH, 20. The Som Prakash, of the 27th March, says that the condition of the 

Mar. 27th, 1898 Se road running westward from Howrah via Jhan- 
° ay bd ° . . 

‘nthe Howrah distri. SS —:t<‘<é PO is’ maiserable im the extreme. It is the 


| road on which either a railway or a tramway line 
has for a long time been proposed to be constructed. Why do the District and 
Local Boards allow it to fall into such a state of disrepair ? 


(h)\— General. 


CHARUVARTA 21. The Chdruvdrtd, of the 20th March, says that, considering what 
Mar, 20th, 1s¥3 as Nill eeiten a difficult task it is to carry on the administration 


o of a country, the fear is not unreasonable that the 
Simla exodus of the Government of India will some day be productive of 


consequences which will prove ruinous to the people. However that may be, 
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there can be little doubt that the exodus, apart from other considerations, is 
the cause of much waste of time and money; Ifthe money which is annually 
spent’ on the hill exodus of the Supreme and Provincial Governments were 
spent for the benefit of the people, they. would, no doubt, be relieved of much 
of their present misery. The people never grudge their rulers the enjoyment 
of such ease and comfort as they cannot do without, but what they want is 


that their rulers should always be present among them, and make themselves 
acquainted with their wishes and aspirations, wants: and grievances. In olden 


times the rulers of India used not only to live among their subjects, but. 
employed emissarics to eollect secret information regarding their condition. 
How are the people to understand that.the Viceroy is anxious to remové their 
wants and grievances. when, His Excellency lives for the best part of the year 


aloof from his subjects on the heights of Simla? 


92. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 21st March, says that no reasonable ponpwax Saxsrvant, 


man can find fault with Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji’s 
proposal that the Civil Service Examination should 
be held simultaneously in England and India. As 
the examination is a competitive one, and as it is the object of Government 
simply to test the merits of the candidates and not to destroy their caste, 
there is no necessity of holding the examination only in England. Mr. 
Naoroji’s proposal is therefore very just and proper. 

Another proposal made by Mr..Naoroji is that the home charges ought to be 
reduced. These charges have become very burdensome to India in consequence 


Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji’s pro- 
posals in Parliament. | 


of the fall of the rupee, and the only way by which relief may be given to her © 


finances is the observance of economy by both the English and Indian Govern- 
ments. 


23. The same paper is sorry to learn that. Mr. Kelleher has sought Borpwax Sansivam. 


— transfer from Burdwan in consequence of its in- 

eae District Judge of -alubrious climate. There are i few Judges 

who are so capable, patient and independent like 

Mr. Kelleher. He always tries to do justice, and does not like that anybody 

should become a loser in consequence of a legal technicality. His transfer 
is a misfortune to the people of Burdwan. 

24. The Schachar, of the 22nd March, has the 

following :— 

The French Parliament has recently passed a law for punishing writers 
in the Press who may be found guilty of libelling foreign Governments or 
their Ambassadors residing in the French capital; and in the opinion of some 
of the Anglo-Indian papers a law of this kind is necessary in this country to 
curb the license of the Native Press. It is, however, not very likely that the 
Home Government will consent to the passing of any such law. The writers 
in the Native Press should nevertheless take care not to furnish Government 
with a pretext for legislation in this matter. They should bear in mind that 
they have now fallen on evil times, that the Government of India is trying to intro- 
duce into this country a system which is a clumsy imitation of that favoured 
by Louis Napoleon and the present German Emperor. The writer will not 
therefore be susprised if, acting on the advice of men like Sir Philip Hutchins, 
Lord Lansdowne interferes with the liberty of the Native Press, although there is 
not much likelihood of a law like that passed by the French Parliament being 
enacted in this country. For if any such law is passed, the Anglo-Indian Press, 
which is given to abusing the Amir Abdur Rahman, will be the first to come 
under its operation. But a law may be nevertheless enacted making the 
use of disrespectfule or defamatory language towards the Viceroy and the 
Provincial Governors a punishable offence, and a law of this nature would 
Meet with the sympathy of a certain section of Europeans. The writers in 
the Native Press should therefore take timel; warning. Lord Lansdowne himself 
18 8 good man, but his personal influence is small. That since his arrival in 
this country he has been committing blunder after blunder is simply 

cause he acts on the advice of others. Bengali newspapers are an eyesore 
to Sir Philip Hutchins, and the editors of these papers should always bear that 
mind. {fa law curtailing the liberty of the Native Press is once passed, 


‘t will be difficult to get it repealed, for the people have now come to know 
‘oo well what an appeal to England means, 


A proposed press law. 


Mar. 21st, 1893, 


SaHACHAR, 
Mar, 22nd, 1893, 


an ee Me 2 


> % 2 ed ie * " =r: Z s ~ : . ein 2 ’ ¥ 
fosindn w —_— 5 " ey 2 .. 5 a ee Me 4 ’ Co ee Se we , : ; y a > « 4 . 
. . iS ; A , : : “siete Wises = Pr 2. ey, Te eek = Ses ae ee whee Oh a ee ae Sire ; Te A : . . 
7? ‘Log. . ne We, ‘ ee - ~~ ae 7  ¢ A aha aa ~ » ¢ ‘ Ya Bi%< ETE - ee > : 
a er ae Sogn 2 2 as Fo > 2 aes noe Sere —s 5 
. a ¥ & « ‘ ™ ¥ = % . whande < 
Pe haa ein te SS atom, dR y pee ~ Seats ee) > » 
‘ we te RFS <0 é oie Ba a: de 5, ‘Ala ate > ae ES ae ee ears a tr, Ree : em - . - 
ws : m7 hie sae eraser vnes - . _— ) - — ee ee »~ 
ou , ~ pi ’ - == een Ene EEA Ee . 
err eal . : . ow aon ~eorethrmne , . oa - _ 


ee eee 


eer 
nd ee ngs Sen | Ae coaepen'* » 
gat. RR ap RR teri ee ee § * 


, . ‘ aceite ee 
4 ~~. 
° ‘ o sas + — wt ™= 5 > “ 
. tO: eae ' — ee ets aR ee oir aati 4 oo ee mre ms 
‘ " - c u “ . a Q ee ye. * : * nad a 4, . ap a 4 ee wal 
. . * , on —eo , ie hs vate tenectien - . ” . _— . " je ary ) bo» a . “ 2 ; . Ke on _ wg < oe eee re ek iN vigpee ty ties ~via ett] z, ; 
. " —— gta a oe * es! = . . ees 4 4 : pela er C a ogi anal . - a + ee <= WD by - % EAE aR, Ree: age 3 ari . ‘ - * cian AR oR. ey fe «Te * . — S esanan ee? , met ! < 
ne scuennonone tal A aN erin: . ' 3 ee ee Se? he Meat ye pe eS b : . Te, aetna ee et Rare ee af te My ees eee ees >... > tee : ; SS nad ee a 

winters ~~ Adee oy Ape Oetpen as no im, ed Bess wei deg t Ryvet tS ue i> ented a aghiin pr tc itn} ene FBS charter ae eam vn tia ‘ * we ep oe? habasheay Ae > ee ther we Ore Sake ere pee ee > naa oe 3 at : . » ihre et Lae q sep * » 2 

cad ae eee + Ps ° : 3 ; ‘ , es a _ a a ed Mu ; $ | : J fe : : . somspniael . : 

z é ou, ie wlth ve a - . . joa OS to te» tee oh . - oj OL tm ey Me a wut id WS vate te" * aR TEES *) rhe 
. ’ ‘ . ” we - “ - a < a ee we i 
, pdlededarepuad ont ai td t ws : 


——* 
as © 


* iat lem el 
ee eS 
4 “ 


i de ain: Cie TS SIRS 
JAE. Quataeeu > Se 


i a Rem Oil» Oui otra 
Os ee Ee ee eS ae ee 
‘* . * 


be EE Cae 


ee a ' iy Ag i A, My BOR Senge YRS 9S tah hit, Boeke ond SP) Aapiagetaciients ema ‘ 
De Che? ba 8 . - ae o . 5 
% aS 5 # ~* (aA ae 4 - a he Pe oe : - 2 ae en . 
PLAS. Seep eee ee \ ae AE Sh AB I, wee Pa NCP! es Si tee Gy “Pew — 
. “9 mG ee . ‘ . L . ry r fe ES Nh oot te oo hin thin. diay <te 


Date 
pe a 


+ “+~ . ~ 
‘ Pe ihoas ; eS re 
8 fe 4 pty Or ea ty a 
ae | geet Peet 
“ae ay RP ses nied > 
< - ee - = " 


te ws >, Ses ag ie ap ea) - lee it e Ne eee ur ‘ a / 

> io Ph I ae: A Aa Fal ot PRE a ; ie 9 Sea z eee = Sis Ste ee ‘ : ~~ ee vag : a ee eee t -— _— — see tenneitnininite . 
hd a: t a ~ “ f ai Aig ~“} prada ya) oe ; “ag Se > hee ‘ os . ; a te bs ‘ . ° 

5 ae ee 2 teed isis Os ah Re a On ene eee vik. ae ; RR PAM et LS, HBS ETB tS + Ren : pele Seta. ss ‘s : ; of W 
- ~ EEL . : : nant : ‘ = te 

a S y * * ; pre Te et ee Ea ee ee — ee pe, supe tea apc ih = : oe ae ‘ ’ - 4 

_ ay 8 : : ~ SON Sanus in Sal ay Wig CR 8 SPR AG MTL cd ely 7. hk ee —s ‘ ath ——e ‘ = 3 sez Oh —* Bis ae eee . nei wlthes ’ 
7 POO a hie : ~Z : 
Ee 4 Ses 


- 
a 


. 30 “hte a tome 3 i r me : a “1 y Pr wate so Pa . : 
i 4 2 cate Te the. &g grt: “9 y Re ab yee Se ae BB BY Pa : 
: ADR ota Breas nm bie Ae ie i be. ig a ating he Rg ee OTe 
be aT She eee Ake aie. a" 2 ? > $ Fae ~? = R 2 ™ > - 
By Pel PE ob ee ieee a Pigg tery mer ep rates, Sheree ay Ge 4 shedio~s veg " ~ 
= ee : aa . or" ey 
ae 7 


4 : a cia SD ee 7+}. 
Papa OG PD RR OL RE ul Ret ee 


SanacHaR, 
Mar, 22nd, 1293. 


BanGavasl, 
Mar. 25th, 1893. 


SANJIVANI, 
Mar. 25th, 1893. 


SaNJIVANI. 


( 270 ) 


25. The same paper says that this time the Government of India eon. 

templates raising a loan of three crores of rupees, 

The proposed loan. Government’s financial troubles will not be over gp 

long as the exchange difficulty is not solved, and the practice of going to Simls 

ee . 26. The Bangavasi, of the 25th March, has the 
The ganja question. following :— 

Some of the Christian Missionaries of England are so very kind that, 
under the impulse of their unbounded kindness, they not unoften feel con. 
cerned not only for their own country but for other countries also. India has 
now for some time past become a special object of their overflowing kindness, 
With the fate of England, their own country, they are not much concerned, 
what they are most anxious to achieve is the moral deliverance of this foreign 
land. They are convinced, and their Christian inspiration has produced the 
conviction in their minds, that the use of ganja and opium is ruining the 
intelligence and moral character of the Indians, and they cannot therefore 
sit idle. They are accordingly determined to abolish the trade in opium and 
ganja in thiscountry, As Englishmen they can count upon thesupport of the 
authorities, and as a matter of fact their cause is gaining strength from this 
circumstance. A Commission has been appointed from England to make an 
enquiry into the cultivation of and trade in ganja. Statistics are also being 
collected by Government regarding this trade. Sir Charles Elliott went per. 
sonally to Naogaon in the Rajshahi district to collect information on this 
subject, and has also asked the public to supply Government with such infor. 
mation. 

27. The Sanjivant, of the 25th March, says that the address of welcome 

The Licutenant.Governor’s visit Presented to the Lieutenant-Governor on his visit 
to Naogaon in the Rajshahi to Naogaon was a tissue of fulsome flattery, The 
district. address praised Sir Coarles Elliott for the many 
reforms and improvements which he has introduced in the administration, 
though one does not know what reforms and improvements he has introduced. 
The people of Naogaon, strangely enough, did not fail to give credit to Sir 
Charles for his encouragement of Local Self-Government. The writer had no 
notion before that men could bring themselves to indulge in such baseless 
flattery. However, this flattering address seems to have pleased His Honour, 
who also, in return, praised the people of Naogaon as an educated community, 
and expatiated before them upon the various virtues of ganja. 

28. The same paper has the following in an article headed “The 
Lieutenant-Governor and ganja—a narration of the 
virtues of ganja,—the Lieutenant-Governor makiog 
his acquaintance with ganja smokers.” 

On the 19th March last, the Lieutenant-Governor paid a visit to Naogaon 
in the Rajshahi district, with the special object of seeing with his own eyes 
the ganja plant and its cultivation, and how the drug is smoked, Naogaon 
being a place famous for the cultivation of ganja. His Honour’s desire to 
know all about this drug was caused by the fact that the Ganja Commis 
sion appointed by Parliament will soon commence tieir labours, and enquire 
into the evil effects of the use of ganja, and the advisability or otherwise of 
Government’s continuing its ganja business. 

The Local Board and the residents of N aogaon presented separate addresses 

to His Honour, in neither of which was there any reference made to ganja; still 
in his reply to those addresses His Honour said as follows :— 
_ “There is another subject I should like to say a few words about, which 
is not in your address, but which to enquire into was the chief object of my 
visit here. I refer to the subject of the growth and consumption of gan 
You are probably aware that ganja just now is in a precarious position (our 
correspondent has not informed us whether His Honour shed tears at the 
precarious position of gayja—EHd.). A strong party of philanthropists and 
advocates of temperance in England have declared war against it ane 
desire to see it altogether abolished. But this is precisely. the kind ° 
case in which the people of this country should speak up for themselves 
(certainly, the people should let alone the Chaukidari, tha Fire-brigade a4 
the Municipal Bills, and devote themselves to extolling the virtues 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s 
speech at Naogaon. 


(mm) 


ganja—Ed.), and should not let their affairs be managed by a party of 
entbusiasts who cannot know much of the facts and _ circumstances, 
There is a great conflict of evidence about the effects of ganja. Some 
people maintain that it is a great cause of madness and of outbreaks of 
furious passion, and that it is a stimulus to sensuality; others, again, who 
profess to speak from their own experience, declare that it is habitually con- 
sumed by large bodirs of people who, though belonging to the higher classes, 
are hard-working, industrious, and self-respecting men, who find that with its 
help they can perform hard labour without other food, and who are not morally 
or physically the worse for it. [As if ganja smokers were remarkably honest 
men, and did not frequently pass bloody stools—#d.] Now before anything 
ractical is done, it is important to know which side of the argument 1s true; 
and it is the educated gentlemen of the province who ought to know the facts 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s object would be easily attained if an examination 
in the art of smoking ganja were instituted in the schools and colleges— Ed. |, or, 
if they do not know them, ought to ascertain them [as if a man’s life here and 
hereafter would be futile and purposeless without a knowledge of everything 
concerning ganja. Would it not then be well to encourage people in this 
direction by creating a title of distinction for those who are thoroughly 
proficient in the knowledge of ganja?—d.}, and assist the Government in 
this matter, either by throwing their weight into the side of the temperance 
party if they are right, or else by exposing their mistake and making the real 
facts public, and save their (ganja smoking—Zd.] brethren from a measure 
which would be disastrous to them, It may be that the use of ganja ought 
to be altogether stopped except as a medicine. It may be that it is injurious 
to some races and in some climates, not in all parts equally, and that what is 
wanted is discriminating restriction, and not prohibition, or it may be that 
the anxieties as to the evils it causes are altogether chimerical and unfounded. 
[Nice argument this, to say that a known fact is either chimerical or un- 
founded—d.| If the latter is the case, then the complete prohibition of 
ganja would be a cruel injury to a meritorious body of men [the meritorious 
ganja smokers. seem to have became great objects of His Honour’s kindness 
and respect—d. |, which you, on behalf of your brothers in the lower classes, 
ought to resist to the utmost, whatever fancy may possess the brains of well- 
meaning enthusiasts in a far off country. Whichever is the truth, I feel that 
it is for the people of Bengal to ascertain and advise the Government [the 
Lieutenant-Governor never on any other subject requests the people of Beugal 
to ascertain the truth and advise the Government; why, then, this request on 
the subject of ganja only >—d. |, and not to let it drift before the outcries of 
people who cannot know the facts a tenth part as well as you do, &ec.” After 
the conclusicn of his reply the Lieutenant-Governor asked that a ganja smoker 
might be brought before him. The order was immediately carried out. ‘The 
man took a little ganja and prepared it for smoking purposes and smoked it, 
and His Honour watched him with a grave face to see if anything was the 
matter with him while he performed the operation. This man must have 
been a veteran smoker, and His Honour must therefore have come back with the 
idea that ganja smoking does no harm to a man. If His Honour wants to 
test the virtues of ganja, there is no need for his travelling a long distance like 
that from Calcutta to Naogaon; he has only to get for the purpose an earthen 
bowl (kalika) worth a pice, and half a pice worth of ganja. The people of 
Bengal know too well the virtues of the drug. It is only weak-minded persons 
that may be misled by His Honour’s speecn, hut others will never extol the 
virtues of ganja, the use of which has made thousands incurably mad and 
fiercest of human creatures, and has been the cause of premature death, after 
long suffering, to millions of others. Every Bengali should do his best to get 
the trade in ganja abolished from this country. 

29. ‘The same paper says that the report submitted by the Sub-divisional 
Officee of Kushtia regarding the enquiry made by 
him into the complaints, of the Ju»iadaha raiyats is 
a most skilfully drawn up document, and tie 
manner in which that enquiry was conducted was 
‘pen to grave objection. Could it be expected that the oppressed raivats would 
Venture to complain to him in the presence of tie amla of Messrs. Watson and 


The Juniadaha enquiry in the 


Khustia sub-division of the Nadia 
istrict. 


1 ap ue 


SaNJIVANI, 
Mar, 25th, 1893, 


Byer Teh epee 
a > Reba lt 
. 
<— 


i 
Th RSS RES ESE ee cee cedbcte a eeahe WS Se eee cate fore Nr i 
(A Et A LE NAR I HEL CII A OCR SE: RINSED EIGN ACTA Et EIEIO LILLIE EEO E COLL I I IIA AE IPE A NEE RRR AB I OR AR od 
AE AN ENR A a ETS AR Dw wh ae wee : — 
2 ew ew — - : . : a ° r . . ' - is po as — - 7 


NE a oe a 


ont Pe oe ee Dee ese. Nees i el SS “ae ue 
al da GR as . lie ~ 
ae hee es “Se ee y aoa | oe hf ~*~ ween Ae - 


ah bat nt viele. cate 


“ar 


ERE IMG. OP OL TORI ot oe —— ~~ ~ 
> mag ~~? 
. . _ 
Sy 5 [a 
- i " - > ” 
< e , > oa 


«prone 
‘ pia e f 


NE ES 8 a PS ny COL 
ee es 


~ — . a oS eest ‘ 
; ae ~* 
Bs “Sooo ae ke Ok Be 
ae ee? SS - % ~ 
od ~ “Ce” 5 > 
REBT Be x Pits 
oat > “ = . 
ra en P ‘ 


. - sete NOS RI . Se a ee oe 
be : " «aby 43. Ph eg ee 
. 7 2 R - . - - _ “ ry , « - “, %, , ’ 
i ict ail ‘yaeet. afk eee oe Legh co - £ > , — = vo 
ar x . ee eae - we i Ange ye ° : sa Re - ae Pee * , ’ S 5 
Z be Se ae eS <a, 3 Ss, ‘ 3 . ot oe CO ee ee Ae - ig eagle i } he < : pit tale < 
oa -~, a ~~ ae Y “ ra ; a > ‘ . a " ne S — u . moe 
aes: ’ ’ wy Sanh ‘ aks a ay e ae " ee . si op ¥3 =... — fons aa Sind ae . 
< - ‘ aie ‘ . * . aiall . od <: este ee gti 7 ou a ts . t * wal 
j , aA 4 : - 4 Ce eee oe 
es Py = pe > t ae : 4 


; 4 ep 
a 


ee ee Oe ee re rigterwame ose; 
oer = . 


1 4 at ee rf . Pa = ¥ be 
ke V0 EG ae eS : ; 7. , — « 


~~. hem oh ral o~ at hes or ae ae Abs Ge Seeds » 9 yi us hes .s feria SA) ieee . ea _—— » . . planters > tog lie te * 5 - sats ~eaeieS = epi , Y iS - ree et iedt 36 ios . * alee satin tiie . 
. - bering Se ’ ; “4 ET 3 ~ 4 + . artes. 4) Shon TERETE OO in 08 OH aed. ae ¥ -? an 3 tet - we : e aay a ss ae ete See = ~? ag or 
sanittiinaiite BERG Sit AS al es ST tte LAP ah BAO ea SRO EE FEE ih ; ay . ' - oe 
* " <> SMa BES yeh A pene ve . , or oe) . o% am < ee NRE RY RET, 4 one = —— — rte? 9S y rita = Nae a bn 2 
. , ee <OFR SE ee ar ~ as : <7 Mit DS RE Dior ee tt hl” 9S 4 
40 oo on P i ‘ 7; » Me fe er "x . 
Reg : *e on a pee Segara IN Re gees PRD 4 takes 
Fl - - 4 
- = ss, viratce ioe STS REE TOR Da a 


~ i ppg F iaes 
. 


Dank -0-SaMACBAR, 
CHANDRIKA, 


Mar. 26th, 1893, 


DAaINIK-O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA. 
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Company, the very men who oppressed them. The writer then refers to the 
setitlon ‘shiehe ios been submitted to the Lieutenant-Governor by the people 
of Juniadaha, expressing dissatisfaction with the enquiry held by the Sub. 
divisional Officer of Kushtia. 


80. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 26th March, agrees with 
Sir David Barbour in thinking that nothing definite 
should be done by the Government of India in 
connection with the exchange question until the Home Government have 
given their decision on it, and he seems to hope that in accordance with the 
recommendations that will be made by Lord Herschell’s Committee, the Secretary 
of State will adopt some remedial measures, But this hope is not entirely 
free from apprehension, as is evident from the following remarks made by the 
Finance Miuister:—‘‘ If, on the other hand, it be decided that, having regard 
to the interests of India in their widest sense, no remedy for our undoubted 
difficulties by means of independent action on the part of this country is 
practicable or should be attempted, it will be our plain and obvious duty to 
address ourselves, as best we may, to the task of establishing, securing and 
maintaining the integrity of the financial position of India. That task may be 
a heavy one, but difficulties that are met in the right spirit are already half 
overcome, and I have confidence in the resources of the country and in the 
industry of its people.” This means that there must be increased taxation in 
India. And whenever Government thinks of increasing taxation, it regards 
India asa milch cow. It is true Sir David Barbour has spoken of retrench- 
ments and the necessity of practising strict economy, but it is difficult to say 
what are the heads of expenditure that will admit of reduction. ‘he military 
expenditure will not be reduced, nor will any retrenchments be effected in regard 
to expenditure on frontier works and punitive expeditions against frontier 
tribes. The expenditure on the Civil Service too will not be cut down ; that 
incurred in railway extension will not be interfered with, for this will dissatisf 

the English merchants. How will retrenchments be then possible? On the 
other hand, the expenditure on the Civil and Military Services will go on 
increasing. Sir David Barbour justly remarks that it has become extremel 

necessary to remove the exchange difficulty, but so long as it is the interest of 
an influential section of the English people to perpetuate that difficulty, the 
Government of India will be unable to do anything in the matter, and public 
expenditure will be enormously increased. Again, as the result of the anti- 


Opium agitation in England, opium revenue is extremely likely to be sacrificed 
rather than augmented. 


The only way, therefore, in which relief may be brought to the Indian exche- 
— is by arriving at a satisfactory solution of the exchange difficulty, 
‘axation cannot possibly be increased, and yet, it seems, Government will be 
obliged to increase it. It would not be a bad plan to raise the duty on liquor, 
but this can be done only in tle case of couutry liquor, any attempt to levy 
an increased duty on imported spirits being sure to evoke opposition from the 
powerful Englisn wine merchants. It will not again do to tuink of re-imposing 
the import duties. Nor would it be possible to enhance the salt duty, for that 
would be opposed by the salt manufacturers of Cheshire. Does, then, the idea of 
taxing tobacco find favour with Goverment? Does the Finance Minister 
contemplate raising a paltry revenue from such an insignificant source, or effect- 


ing economy by reducing the already small pay and emoluments of the native 
officers ? 


The Financial Statement. 


31. The same paper ve that Mr. Grierson, Magistrate of Howrah, 9 

it upon @ novel plan for increasing the revenue 0 

near ent ot sllingrefreshments Government, He has lately sold by public auction 
sil the right of selling native refreshments on the land 
adjoining the Howrah Court premises. It is acts like these which show that 
the English are a nation of shopkeepers. Like Sir Charles Elliott, who is ever 
hent on effecting trifling retrenchments and would not shrink, as it were, from 
Squeezing an ant to make it yield the drop of honey it has sucked, his official 
subordinates are always eager to practise economy and increase public reveoue. 


‘ As is the master, so is the disciple. It is only fit th hould be 
served up in a cup disfigured by sale holes,”’ / nye Whey 


@ 
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32. The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 27th March, says that at Danrr-o-Samacuar, 


the request of the English miners the Secretary of 
State for India has sent out an Inspector of Mines 
to this country. The object of the inspection of Indian mines to be made by 
this officer is probably to pave the way for the introduction into this country 
of the mining law which obtains in England. If this is done, the profits of 
Indian miners will be seriously interfered with. Everybody will now see what 
gort of benefits India may expect to receive from England. 

83. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 27th March, says that the people living 
within the jurisdiction of the Shampur thana of the 
Ulubaria sub-division, who had to leave their 
homes in consequence of the Fulta Artillery practice, 
have not yet received the travelling expenses which Government promised them 

t year. 

2 34. The Dainik.o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 28th March, says that, in 
this timeof exchange difficulty, Government should 
not have provided in the budget for a large expen- 
diture in railway construction in the course of the 
ensuing year, simply for the purpose of pleasing European merchants in this 
country. Indeed, Government should refuse to incur any expenditure on 
account of railway construction so long as the exchange difficulty is not solved. 
The authorities should also know that a wanton disregard of the interests of the 
people cannot but make them discontented. It will not be wise to spend 
Famine Insurance money in railway construction. 

35. Tue same paper says that within the last five years the stamp revenue 
of Government has increased 83 per cent., the pro- 
vincial revenues 8 per cent., the income-tax 6 per 
cent., the registration revenue 22 per cent., the revenue from the post office 18 
per cent., that from telegraph 24 to 25 per cent, the revenue from railways 22 
per cent., and that from canals 173 per cent. And what is this increase of 
revenue if not increase of taxation? At the time of the mutiny the net total 
revenue of the Government of India was 50 crores of rupees, and now it is over 
90 crores. Will it be said after this that taxation is not increasing in India ? 

86. The same paper strongly objects to any compensation being allowed 

The officials and the Exchange from the Indian Exchequer to European officials in 
question. this country on account of the fall in exchange. 

37. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 29th March, cannot support 
the Pzoneer’s p: oposal to reserve appointments in the 
Police Department for the sons and relatives of the 
Indian Civilians, and says that, considering how 
liberally the civilians are paid, it is no part of Governm: nt’s duty to take thought 
for the dependents of its Civil Servants. The writer might have supported the 
Pioneer if its proposal had been intended to benefit the sons and relatives not only 
of the European servants of Government, but also those of its native servants. 
But as it is sure that Government will never feel much concerned for the latter, 
it is not proper that it should do anything for the former alone. The people of 
India do not want Government to provide for the sonsof its servants, European 
or Native. Allthey want is that its nativeservants should be adequately remu- 
nerated for their hard labour, and that no further taxation should be imposed 
upon the Indian ratepayer. 


An Inspector of Indian Mines. 


Allowances to sufferers from the 
Fulta Artillery practice. 


Government and ra:lway con- 
struction. 


Increase of revenue. 


The Pioneer on appointments 
in the Police Department. 


II].—LEGISLATIVE. 


88. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 21st March, refers to the new rules 
Rules for the reconstitution of for the reconstruction of the Legislative Councils 
the Legislative Councils. and makes the following observations :— 

Lord Lansdowne said in Council that these rules would probably 
disappoint men who were ardent advocates of the elective system. But the 
writer does not see why this should be the case, for in real life people’s expecta. 
tions are never realised to their fullest extent. Moreover, in the present 
condition of India, it is not easy to work the elective system satisfactorily. 
A careful system of nomination with due regard to the wishes and recommenda- 
tions of influential native gentlemen and imp: rtant public bodies is likely to 
prove more beneficial than any system of electi n as it is understood in Europe, 
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All things considered, the new rules must be pronounced suitable to the 
conditions of the country. Pee age 
39, The same paper thus criticises the provisions of the Inland Emizra. 
tion Act Amendment Bill:— 
The proposed Cooly Law, The Bill proposes to reduce the term of the 
cooly contracts from 5 to 3 years. This is an improvement, for the longer the 
eriod of the contract, the greater will be the oppression committed on the 
coolies. In the opinion of many people, the contract system Should be 
abolished altogether. People who take contracts for road-making in Cachar, 
Manipur, Assam and the Garo hills, also recruit coolies who work as free 
labourers and return to their homes after the work for which they are recruited 
isover; and though these contractors do not take any agreements from their 
coolies, and though there is no law to help them in the work of recruitment, 
they are nevertheless able to effect arrangements for their labour Supply 
without any difficulty. These men have no cooly depdts, no professional 
recruiters, and yet coolies freely accompany them even to very distant places, 
Contrast this with the trouble and difficulty attending the recruitment of coolies 
for the tea-gardens, notwithstanding tie fact that a special law has been 
passed to facilitate the business. This only shows the sort of treatment which 
the coolies receive in the tea-gardens. So long as this sort of treatment wii] 
prevail, so long will coolies refuse to go to the gardens voluntarily, and so long 
will there be the necessity for a special law and a system of contract. But the 
shorter the period of this contract the better for the coolies. The omission 
from Act I of 1882 of the provision relating to the reyistration of coolies in the 
districts in which they are recruited has favoured the malpractices of the 
recruiters. It is therefore very desirable that the amended law should restore 
that provision. 
40. The Sahachar, of the 22nd March, has the following on the Inland 
The Inland Emigration Act Emigration Act Amendment Bill:— , 
Amendment Bill. ‘The Bill in question should not be hasiily 
passed into law. Speaking generally, the teaplanters are men of education 
and come from those classes of the English people from which the Civil and the 
Military officers of Government are recruited. They have to. spend on an 
average Rs. 100 for every cooly imported by them, and their interest requires 
them to treat their coolies well. It cannot therefore be believed tiat they 
wilfully ill-treat the latter. But the same cannot be said of the cooly recruiters, 
who are often known to recruit coolies under false pretences. Again, while on 
their way to Assam, the coolies, notwithstanding the precautions taken by the 
planters for their comfort and convenience, are often subjected to inconvenience 
and oppression, ‘They are ignorant and credulous people and require to be 
treated with considerable tact and judgment. A false rumour alarms them, 
and the planter has to seek the help of the police to prevent their escape from 
the garden in consequence of the rumour. All this renders an amendment of 
the present law necessary in the interest both of the planters and the coolies. 
‘The interests of both should be safeguarded by the law, and the amendment of 
the existing law is not so easy a task as those who pass eight months 
in the year in Simla may think it to be. The Bill should be reserved for the 
consideration of the new Council. ‘The public have not yet had any opportunity 
of expressing their opinion on the measure. A railway line connecting Assam 
with Upper Burma will be shortly constructed, and the impetus which such 
a line is likely to give to inland emigration invests the provisions of the 
proposed law with great importance. The Bill should therefore be translated 
into all Indian vernaculars, and its further consideration deferred till the 
formation of the new Council. 
41, ‘The same paper refers to the new rules relating to the reconstitution 
Rules for the reconstitution of Of the Legislative Councils, and remarksas follows:— 
the Legislative Councils. , . .. dhe remark has been justly made by Lord 
Lansdowne that elective institutions like those existing in Europe are unsuited 
to India in her present condition. And as a matter of fact the Congress has not 
naked ie such institutions. His Excellency’s speech on the subject of the 
. cone nation of the Legislative Councils is characterised by great sympathy for 
€ people, and cannot be regarded as a mere conventional expression ot courtesy 
and good will intended to produce a temporary effect. Of course, the new 


( 275 ) 


rules will not satisfy the expectations of the people in the matter, but 
then they should bear in mind that these rules are a great improvement on the 
rules passed in 1861. A careful perusal of Lord Lansdowne’s speech shows 
that the work of the reconstitution of the Councils has only begun, and that the 
authorities will go on making new concessions as they are demanded from 
time to time and considered opportune. The country ought to be satisfied 
with what has now been conceded. It ought to bear in mind that when the 
wheels have once commenced to turn the car will be kept agoing. Progress 1s 
inherent in the English system of Government, and the present system will be- 
come perfect in time, if only the people keep their eyes on its gradual develop- 
ment. The principle on which the additional appointments will be made to 
the Provincial Councils may be termed as one of half nomination and half 
election, but that on which additional members will be appointed to the 
Supreme Council is nomination with only a slight tinge of election. 
42. The Hitavadi, of the 23rd March, refers to Lord Lansdowne’s speech 
The reconstitution of the Legis- on the subject of the reconstitution of the Legis- 
lative Councils. lative Councils, and makes the following obser- 
vations :— 

The writer has perused His Excellency’s speech with both pleasure and 
sorrow. He is pleased because the efforts which the people made with the 
object of securing a reform cf the Legislative Councils have at last borne 
fruit, and sorry because the success achieved has been only partial. The 
speech is very learned and perspicuous, and shows His Excellency’s candour 
and simplicity of heart, and his readiness to sympathise with the people, 
That the new rules for the reconstitution of the Councils will not satisfy 
all parties has been candidly admitted by the Viceroy. Under the new 
constitution the Bengal Council will consist of 20 members. Of these 10 will 
be officials and seven non-officials, and three nominated by Government, The 
three nominated members may be, for all practical purposes, looked upon as 
official members; of the seven non-official members, five only are to be Natives, 
and two Europeans. Thus it is clear that in discussions on matters of import- 
ance only these five native members will have to fight against 15; and none 
need be told what the result of such an unequal fight will be? 

43. The same paper was very glad that the task of amending the 
law of partition fell to the Hon’ble Dr. Rasbehari 
Ghosh, who is noted for his great learning and 
intelligence; and the fact that the Bill framed by him has been passed 
into law has given it even greater satisfaction. The passing of the measure 
has done credit both to the Council and to Dr. Ghosh. The new law will, 
on the whole, greatly benefit the people. It has, at the same time, increased 
the powers of the Courts, and by that means made the administration a degree 
more rigorous than it already is. 

44, The Banganivasi, of the 24th March, says that the reconstitution 

The reconstitution of the Bengal Of the Indian Legislative Councils, which has been 
Council. demanded for so many years by the people of this 
country, is at length about to become an accomplished fact. But the rules 
made under the new Indian Councils Act have not fulfilled their long 
cherished expectations. Indeed, the hopes held out by Mr. Gladstone in 
his speech on that measure have not even been partially realised. Thanks 
to Lord Lansdowne, the elective principle has been nominally introduced 
into the Legislative Councils. ' 

Under the new rules the Bengal Council will contain seven members, 
to be chosen by the Municipalities and District Boards, and the different 
public bodies in the country. But the particular men who may be thus 
Chosen will not necessarily become members of that Council, for it will 
be quite within the power of the Lieutenant-Governor to allow or disallow 
the return of any one among them as a member. What then is the 
difference between the constitution of the Council now and what it was 
before? To call this system by the name of election will be a misuse of the 
term. It will be no wonder if under this new system, supporters and flatterers 
of Government only find seats in the Council. Indeed, there was no need 
for Government’s refusing the demands of the people in such a roundabout 
way. It might have told them plainly that it did not like to see the 


The Partition Act. 


HITAVADI, 
Mar, 23rd, 1893, 


HITAVADI. 


BANGANIVASI, 
Mar. 24th, 1893. 


ae 


elective system introduced even partially into this country. This show 
of reform has been made only for the purpose of deceiving the Enolish 
public, while the people of this country have been treated by Government 
very much in the way the crane in ZEsop’s Fables was treated by hig 
friend the jackal. It was not expected that after so much ado Government 
would thus disappoint the Indians, who merely ask for favours, and do not 
know how to wrest privileges from it by force or by fraud. The fact reflects 
discredit upon Government that a people who have been governed by it 
for more than a century have not yet been thought fit to elect their own 
members for the Legislative Councils. The case would have been quite 
different if the Indians had been the subjects of the uncivilised Negroes 
or the inhabitants of the Fiji islands, or if the English had themselves been 
only an uncivilised and barbarous people. But living as they do under the 
benign, civilised and Jiberal Government of Her Majesty Victoria, a Govern- 
ment under which they have never felt the burden of foreign yoke, and which 
they would not exchange for any other Government in the world, the people 
of this country did not expect to be tbus deceived by their rulers. 
IBANGAVASI, 45. The Bangdvdst, of the 25th March, says:—As was to be expected, 
Mar, 25th, 1893. 4: the hopes entertained by many people about the 
cctules jinder the new incian reform of the Legislative Councils have proved 
disappointing; for hopes indulged in without 
proper regard to existing circumstances are sure to end in disappointment, 
And such has been the sad experience of those who had relied upon the new 
rules under the Indian Councils Act as a means of securing their admission 
into the Legislative Councils. 

Under the new rules the Bengal Council will consist of twenty members, 
of whom ten wiil be officials and ten non-officials. Of the non-official members, 
seven will be nominated by the various public bodies in the country, but the 
Lieutenant-Governor will not be bound to accept these nominations, His 
Honour being at perfect liberty to refuse to accept all or any of them. ‘The 
remaining three non-official members will be chosen by the Lieutenant-Governor 
himself. On the whole, therefore, the constitution of the Bengal Council will 
remain as it is, the only difference being that it will now be slightly modified 
by an admixture of the elective principle, and receive an increase in the 
number of members. But even this benefit of the elective principle, though it 
has been nominally conferred upon the Provincial Council, is carefully with- 
held from the Supreme Council. 


Dacca PRakasu, ‘The reconstitution of the Legis- 46. The Dacca Prakash, of the 26th March, bas 
Mar. 26th, 1893. lative Councils. the following — 

There can be no doubt that the country will be greatly benefited if 
independent and God-fearing men who know its condition and the peculiarities 
and the characteristics of the different sections of its people, can enter the 
Legislative Councils. But such is India’s misfortune, that men possessing the 
very opposite qualifications, residents of Calcutta, for instance, who know 
nothing of the condition of the villages inthe mufassal, who though posses 
sing a thorough mastery of the English language, cannot even converse well 
in their native tongue, and who, under the influence of their foreign education, 
have conceived an antipathy to their national religion and manners and customs, 
and come to look down upon their countrymen, are often appointed as memoers 
of these Councils. As for many really capable and representative men, ignor- 
ance of the English tongue serves as a disqualification for membership in their 
case. And though thecountry suffers greatly from this circumstance, Government 
has not yet taken any measures for its removal. The expansion of the Council 
under the new rules will make it easy for men initiated in the ‘ Nihilistic creed’ 
to procure scats in them, and this thought is causing disquietude to the writer. 
‘ Up to this time, no one from East Bengal, excepting Nawab Asanulla, bas 

een appointeda member of the Viceregal Council, and nearly all the native mem: 


bers of that as well as of the Bengal Council h 
: : o r) the 
inhabitants of Calcutta and surroundine ve been men chosen from 


places. Now, to give preference in this 
ss Ha = . peresen over the rest of the country is tied just and proper. 
anta Acharyya as a zamindar of E o : anta 

Gish ts a witeehien af rhb ode i, ast Bengal, Batu Kali Pras 


trict Board, Babu Ishan Chunder Dass 
as a pleader and ex-Chairman of the Dacca Municipality, and any one of the 
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following, namely, Raja Sasi Sekhareswar Raya, Raja Gobind Lal Raya and 
Raja Janaki Ballabh Sen, as a zamindar of North Bengal oras a member of the 
District Board, may be given seatsin the Legislative Councils. The interests of 
East and North Bengal are likely to be protected by their appointment, and it is 
hoped that Government will see its way to give effect to these suggestions. 

47, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 26th March, says that the 
Inland Emigration Act Amendment Bill has been 
passed into law, and not one of the Amendments 
moved by Dr. Rashbihari Ghose, Mr. Chintsil Rao 
and Mr. Stevens has been accepted. The term of cooly contracts has been 
reduced from five to only four years, and the age of contract remains at its 
former limit of 16 years. The proposal regarding the registration of coolies in 
their native districts has not found acceptance. The Government of Bengal, it 
will be remembered, was extremely anxious to get the proposal embodied in the 
law, but the present head of that Government himself opposed it on the occasion 
of the passing of the Bill. Such would never have been the case if Sir Steuart 
Bayley had now been the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. ‘‘ We have found 
Sir Charles Elliott out, and his conduct has therefore caused us no surprise.” 


The Inland Emigration Act 
Amendment Bill. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


48. The Chdruvdrid, of the 20th March, says that the prospect before 
the country is very gloomy. Rice has not become 

— cheap, though the late winter crop has been 
gathered in, and the recent rains have seriously damaged the rabe crops. The 
mango and jack-fruit crops too, which form the food of the poor for three 
months of the year, have been almost totally destroyed. 

Some people attribute the frequent occurrence of scarcity in this country 
to increase of population, but that does not seem to be the right explanation. 
It is more probable that this frequent occurrence of scarcity is principally 
due to climatic changes, and partially to the export trade and the extensive 
cultivation of jute. 

It behoves the Government to take early steps for averting the impending 
calamity of a regular famine in the coming year, or there is no knowing how 
severely the people will have to suffer. 

49. A correspondent of the same paper says that there has been only a 
four-anna outturn of the aman crop in Eastern 
Mymensingh, while the recent rains and hailstorms 
have seriously damaged the ravi crops. The 
people did not feel the pinch of scarcity for some time, as they had made 
some money during the jute season. But now their money is all expended, 
and though paddy is still selling rather cheap, at twenty seers per rupee, they 
have not the wherewithal to purchase it. Unless therefore relief is granted 
them by Government, the people of these parts will be in great distress. 


00. The Banganivasi, of the 24th March, has 
the following :— 


(1) Incessant rain for the last fifteen days bas seriously damaged the 
linseed crop in Bairampur within the jurisdiction of Gopalnagar 
thana in the Nadia district. Rice is selling very dear already, 
and people are at a loss to guess how dear it will sell in the 
rainy season. 

(2) Scarcity prevails in the Netrokona sub-division of the Mymensingh 
district. Rice is selling at Rs, 3-% per maund, but is not 
easily procurable even at this price. People of Mriga are without 
paddy or money, and are therefore in great distress. 

(3) Protracted rains have done great damage to the radi crops in 
Gajipur in the Meherpur sub-division of the ‘Nadia district. 
Rice is selling very dear. 

51. The Samay, of the 24th March, has the following :— 

The present is an extremely bad time for the country. The price of rice 
is rising and the number of beggars increasing. 
Rice of the middle quality is selling at Rs. 5-8 
per maund in Calcutta, and the price of the best sort is higher still; coarse 
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; had for less than Rs. 4 per maund. The state of things must 
og) grote in the mufassal. The gate of all articles of food including 
kitchen vegetables is also rising, and the prospect before the country jg 
extremely gloomy. The untimely rains have done great damage to the 
rabi crops, the mangoes and the sajna plant (Hyperanthera Morunga), 
The flower and the sticks of sajina are largely consumed and sold by the agri- 
culturists at this time of year, and the damage done to these will be greatly 
felt by them. ‘The rains have also greatly injured the potato crop. 
52. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 27th March, has the following :— 
The crops have failed this year in the Ulubaria sub-division of the Howrah 
district. The outturn has been found in man 
‘Distress in the Ulubaria Sub» jngtances insufficient even for the support of the 
— agriculturist’s family for a year. This has put a 
stop to the sale of rice and cries of distress will shortly be heard. Rice is 
selling at a price which is higher than that at which it sold at this time last 
year. Rice sells very cheap inthe months of Magh and Phalgun; but the 
lowest prices reached this year are Rs. 2-4to Rs. 5-8 permaund, Unlike people 
of the Sonthal Parganas, the people of this part of the country will not consent 
to work for six pice daily, which is the Government rate of remuneration 
for labourers at relief works, and distress in the sense in which it is taken by 
the Government officers will never break out here. But lots of people will 
nevertheless die of slow starvation. The Magistrate is asked to put a stop to 
all exportation of rice from the Howrah district. 
53. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 27th March, says that the 
: recent untimely rainfall has done great damage 
aero? Prospects inthe Hooghly to the sugarcane, the potato and the gram crops 
at Nutalpara, in the district of Hooghly. It has, 
however, done great good to the people of villages bordering on the Damodar, 
who but for it would have suffered greatly from scarcity of water and conse- 
quent sickness. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOTS. 


54. The Sanjivani, of the 25th March, has the following :— 

On the 17th March last at 9 p.m., as I was 
sitting by a sick friend of mine, a gentleman came 
in and said: “Sir, just now —Babu came from the steamer and said 
that a Brahmin girl had been fraudulently recruited as a cooly; just try to 
deliver her.” Both of us immediately went to Babu Kaliram Baruya, Extra 
Assistant Commissioner, and informing him of the case, asked him to help us to 
deliver the girl. He, however, refused to grant help saying that he could take no 
action unless some one appeared as a complainant. Under these circumstances, 
all we could do was to go on board the steamer with a little money. What we 
saw on arrival there really pained us, A respectable girl, aged about 22 or 23, 
began crying and beating her forehead with the plam of her hand as soon as 
she saw us. Her real name is Bhaba Devi, and her father’s name is Beni 
Bandyopadhyaya, and her husband, Nil Mukhopadhyaya, is a resident of 
Baliaghata near Calcutta. She could not give us the number of her house. 
She was living with her hushand when she was thus decoyed. An employé of 
Hiralal Mukharji’s Cooly Depét in Dhubri had decoyed her to that place, and 
having got her registerd there under the name of Kulada, had sent her on for 
the purpose of employment as a cvoly in the Sakalatenga garden in Golaghat. 
She did not know the real object of the recruiter till she was taken on board 
the steamer. 

Seeing that no assistance was to be got from the local officials, we seat 
the following telegram to the Deputy Commissioner of Tejpur that very 
night :—‘ Bhaba Devi of Bahaghata under name Kulada in Morrow steamer, 
Rajput States, being fraudulently recruited. Please enquire.” 

vv. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 27th March, writes as follows :— ; 

Though no nation subject to British rule 
meeker and more docile than the Indians, ye 
| there is no subject-people whom the English rulers 
regard with sreater suspicion. Indeed the character of British rule in India bas 
so far changed since 1857 that the people doubt whether the authorities in 1 


A cooly ease. 


The present administration of 
the country, 


( 279 ) 


still act upon the Proclamation issued by Her Majesty after the mutiny. In 
every instance in which the interests of a European clash with those of a native, 
+t is the European who is sure to win. The present administration of the 
country has produced an impression in the public mind that European officials 
of Government are its real rulers, for they do whatever they like. The Consent 
Act, the Manipur affair, the Jury Notification are all instances of the vagaries 
of these officials, and the Viceroy did not consult his own prestige in giving his 
assent to these measures. Mr. Monahan, a judicial officer in Assam, has just 
now become prominent for his whims and highhandedness, and yet the Viceroy 
does not punish him. Who ever expected that after his late highhanded con- 
duct towards the Raja of Mymensigh, Mr. Phillips would be allowed to remain 
peacefuily and comfortably in the public service ? 

The non-official Europeans wield even a greater power upon the people 
than the officials. The oppression committed by the indigo planters and the tea 
planters is beyond description. 


URIYA PAPERS. 


56. All the native papers of Orissa mourn the death of Babu Gobinda 

tis dat at ts Miles oft the Chandra Patnaik, the late Editor of the Balasore 

ocncna Beane Valthe. Samvad Vahika, who was noted for his public spirit 
and genuine love of his country. 

57. All the Uriya newspapers are expressing great satisfaction at the 
establishment of peace and order in the Tributary 
State of Keonjhur in Orissa, and they attribute the 
result to the laudable exertions of Mr. Cooke, the Superintendent of the 
Tributary States, and to Rai N. K. Das Bahadur, the Political Agent. 

58. The Utkaldipika, of the 18th February and the 4th March, notices 
the following points in connection with the survey 
and settlement proceedings going on in Orissa:— 


(a) That as Government will benefit by the survey and settlement, they 
ought to bear the entire cost of those operations, and that the 
zamindars, and specially the raiyats, ought not to be called upon 
to bear any portion of such cost. 

(4) That greater control should be exercised over the amins by the 
Assistant Settlement Officers, and that the rates of their remu- 
neration ought to be increased. 

(c) That landlords and tenants should not be called upon to produce 
documents, except when such documents are necessary for the 
decision of any doubtful point, and that amins should not be 
entrusted with the power of calling for such documents. 


59. The Uriya poe Dene — of ~~ “ the Lieutenant- 
overnor in deputing Mahamahopadhyaya Mahes 
Ps Ormaent of Sanskrit learn- Chandra Nyayaratna to Orissa, with a ton of creat- 
ing an interest in the study of Sanskrit literature 
among the inhabitants of that province by the establishment of associations at 
Puri, Cuttack and Balasore, and by the adoption of such other measures as 
may have the effect of inducing the leading men of those districts to subscribe 
freely towards the foundation of scholarships and rewards for Sanskrit teachers 
and pupils. 
60. The Utkaldipika, of the 18th February, approves of the rules framed 
under the Indian Councils Act, and is of opinion 
that the right of interpellation conferred thereby, 


if properly exercised, will do great good to the 
people of India. 


Keonjhur affairs. 


The Orissa Settlement. 
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